UPPER BROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the parish councils held on Wednesday 30th November 2011, which commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors:

A. Copley

K. Fone


A. Parkinson





J. Hopper

M. Copley





Also in attendance, The Clerk.


1.
Apologies: Councillors Barrett and Bailey.

2. Declarations of Interest: There were declarations of interest made by Cllr.s A & M Copley regarding the planning application 11/0176/CON.
3. Acceptance of minutes of meeting 12th October 2011. Cllr. Fone proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting; this was seconded by Cllr. M. Copley and passed.
Open session 7.34pm

4. Open session for the public limited to 15 minutes.
There were no members of the public present but Notts. County Councillor John Cottee took the opportunity to forward information on the following.

i) Pedestrian refuge along the A606: The highways department of NCC had been out again to look if there was a suitable location for a pedestrian refuge on the A606 between the pub and the village hall. The parish council were fully supportive of interactive signs regarding speeding, as this is where they believe the main problem lies. Individual councillors expressed concern that a refuge may be dangerous due to the speed that vehicles travel along the A606 through the village.

ii) Environmental Weight Restriction (7.5T) was in the legal stage of the process and Cllr. Cottee would report back if there was any further information. Lorry Watch is a scheme operated by local people to stop the misuse of weight-restricted routes by HGVs. Full details will be available when the restrictions are in place.

Closed session re-instated 7.42pm

5. Correspondence.
i) NCC: Developing a Nott’s approach to localism – Cllr Hopper would be interested in finding out what services the NCC were proposing to pass down. Would it end up being volunteers that are running the services? There are already volunteers committed to various other causes in the village so what would they get out?

Action: The Clerk was asked to contact NCC and try to find out some of the more detailed information.

ii) Nott’s Fire and Rescue Service: Queens Jubilee Beacons – the Council members requested that the information be placed in the post pack and in the mean time the Clerk was asked to notify the Rushcliffe representative that Upper Broughton is interested in taking part in the 2012 Queen Jubilee Beacons.

Action: Clerk to register a note of interest.

iii) RBC: Notification of Precept deadline of 27th Jan 11, the Clerk will present the draft budget proposal at the January meeting for the Councillors to consider and the precept will be set from that using the final budget proposal.

iv) Robert Jones: Reported that Street Light No. 2 was still out on Church Lane, this had already been reported to NCC by the Clerk prior to the meeting. Mr. Jones also raised the issue of the streetlights being turned off between the hours of midnight and 5am. He felt that this period of prolonged darkness meant that the Church was vulnerable to criminals especially after the recent attack on Hickling Church. Mr. Jones asked for these concerns to be raised with the relevant body.

In relation to the following item, the Clerk confirmed that the lighting proposals had been finalised and passed and that the changes would be implemented in the next couple of weeks. 

The clerk was asked to register this concern with NCC and to copy Cllr. Cottee in on that email. Cllr. Cottee added that although he understood the concern, the police authority had argued that the lack of lighting would actually make thieves more vulnerable to being caught as they would have to use torches or lighting to carry out their crime and therefore they would be more visible as opposed to relying on the ambient light cast by neighbouring streetlights.

Action: Clerk to forward email to NCC and Cllr Cottee.

v) NCC: Streetlight proposals had now been finalised and the changes would be implemented within the next two to three weeks.

6.
Village Hall.

i) Water Management – nothing further to report.

ii) Ladies Toilet – water heater. The water heater in the ladies toilet has now been replaced and is in full working order.

iii) Subsidence in the village hall car park – Cllr. M. Copley volunteered to investigate the issue of subsidence and will attempt to rectify the problem.

Action: Cllr. Copley to investigate

7.
Highways


Footpath: pre-order consultation for footpath from Green Lane to Connors Farm. Councillors viewed the consultation map and felt that they had no comment or representation. 

8. Village Entry Signs.

The initial designs had been forwarded but unfortunately hadn’t been quite how the Millennium Committee had wanted them to be designed; a representative of the committee had forwarded the requested alterations and was waiting to receive the updated drafts.

9.
Planning Matters.

Applications:

Cllr’s. M & A Copley leave the meeting for the duration of the decisions regarding the next planning application.

11/01769/CON

Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Houghton

Demolition of conservatory, erect single storey extension to the rear.

Sulney West, Station Rd.

No objection by councillors – unanimous.

Cllr’s. M & A Copley re-join the meeting.

Decisions:

11/00963/FUL

Mr. N. Mills

Garage& Wood Store, conversion of stables to games room, office & gym.

The Lodge, Station Rd. Upper Broughton.

Permission granted.

10.  Diamond Jubilee – The Clerk forwarded the response regarding her initial enquiry regarding the time-lines from Nott’s County Council and the organisation/registration of an event for the Queens Diamond Jubilee. NCC had informed the Clerk that they would be forwarding comprehensive details and this would give full details of organising an event. Any event should be held on a minor route and off a bus route, the consent of the owners of the majority, and preferably the entirety of the householders for the closure of the road. The necessary insurance should be obtained and the parish council must sign a disclaimer taking responsibility for the event from NCC.

Cllr. Fone had placed an article in the parish magazine advertising the fact that the parish council were keen to see a village event to mark the Jubilee and were looking for volunteers, the magazine had only recently been sent out and as yet there had been no response.

Cllr. A. Copley noted that similar adverts had failed to attract volunteers in the past but the item would remain on the agenda for discussion at future meetings.

11. Cross Green Play Area – The remaining action point from the RoSPA health and safety report had been carried out by Cllr. Parkinson and he had the completed treating the seats on Cross Green. He noted that a couple of the benches were nearing the end of their life span; this had been recorded in the risk assessment carried out in September.

Cllr. A. Copley thanked Cllr. Parkinson for all the work he had carried out on Cross Green, the other council members supported this vote of thanks.

12. Village Website.

Cllr. Fone asked that the parish website be included on the agenda as he wished to ask the parish council if there was any way in which it could support the running of the website. He acknowledged that the website which is considered as extremely useful by the majority of parishioners was run by volunteers and the efforts of the individuals were recognised by all. Cllr. Fone asked the Council if there were improvements that could be made and possibly if money could be made available to pay for a professional web designer to look into improving the site.

Cllr. Hopper agreed that this would be beneficial to all and acknowledged the work done by volunteers to maintain the website as and when they were free to do so.

Cllr. Hopper offered to speak to her son who had been involved in the initial set up of the website and she would feedback recommendations on how the website could be improved.

It was agreed that when these recommendations had been received a group would look into how the best way of taking the website forward would be.

Action: Cllr. Hopper to speak to Mr Hopper Jnr and look to liase with the website administrator with a recommendation of the best course of action.

13. Financial Regulations & Risk Assessment.

It was agreed by council members that the revised draft of the financial regulations and risk assessment be adopted. They would be reviewed annually in the September meeting.

Councillor Copley as Chair signed the document and the Clerk is to file the documents for safe keeping.

14. Finance:

Balance of Business Account - £12,466.24 and £2,812.82 in the reserve account of which £6.23 belongs to the parish council and £2,806.59 is held on behalf of the Millennium Committee.


* PWLB




£1,579.06


Keith Wadkin – Cross Green Maintenance
£   341.40


RBC – Election Costs


£     40.74


A. Parkinson – Wood Oil


£      31.96

* Payment made prior to the meeting.


Cllr. M. Copley proposed that the above payments be made; this was seconded by Cllr. Hopper and passed.


Action: Clerk to forward payments.

15. Items from members for the next agenda.

Parish Plan/Conservation Document

16. Late items and Chairman’s matters.

17. Date of next meetings. – 11th Jan, 15th Feb, 4th Apr, 16th May, 4th July.





DRAFT & UNAPPROVED
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