Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Upper Broughton

wednesday MAY 13TH AT 7PM, IN THE VILLAGE HALL
The chairman of the parish council, Councillor Mrs Janine Hopper, chaired the meeting and welcomed five members of the public to it together with Mr J. Cottee (County Councillor)
1]
Apologies Mr I. Lacey
2]
Minutes from the previous Annual Parish Meeting held on April 7th 2008, were read, approved and signed as a true record.

3]
Matters Arising The post box has still not been replaced with a larger one.

4]
Chairman’s report 
The year started fairly uneventfully, accepting for the unexpected resignation of our Parish Clerk, Mr Michael Elliott, received at the beginning of April.  Arrangements were made to advertise for a replacement Clerk, and, eventually, in July, Mr Ken Brockway was appointed to the post commencing 1st August 2008.

Our Village Notice Board was eventually repaired.  Having had difficulty in finding anyone to tender for the work, Coun Alan Parkinson and Coun Dick Barrett offered to carry out the repairs themselves.  The work was completed in August, and I think we would all agree, that they have done an excellent job.

The Village has also acquired a web-site wef August 2008.  Mr Steve Coates, resident, offered to create a site for the village and maintain it. www.upperbroughton.org   Copies of the Parish Council meetings and contact details for the members of the Council are all displayed on the site.  It is hoped that the web-site will prove to be a faster means of communication with all parishioners.

Coun Anne Copley and I represented the Council at Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Town and Parish Council Conference on 27th February 2009.

In October, the Council discussed whether we should adopt the Telephone Kiosk on Top Green.  There is a national scheme to remove kiosk from villages where there is little or no usage.  Although BT were only charging a £1 for adoption, Notts County Council Highways insisted that the electricity supply to the kiosk would have to be cut off and the kiosk would have to be secured so no vandalism could take place, and it was decided that the charges that would be incurred for these were prohibitive.  The kiosk is still in situ.

Finally, in November, the Council issued letters to four builders for the opportunity to tender for the building work required for the Village Hall.  Three firms quoted for the work, and in January 2009, the Council agreed to award the contract to RMB of Beeston.  The contract has now been signed and the work should start on 11th May 2009.  At our January 2009 meeting, it was also agreed that we take up the option of a £15000 loan from the Public Works Loan Board.  This money would complete the funding required for the work, £65030 having been secured by grants from WREN, Rushcliffe Borough Council, Awards for All and various others.

The Council and the Village Hall Committee look forward to being able to offer a greatly improved facility for the use of our parishioners from September 2009. 

5]
Matters raised by the public


Mr Cottee suggested that the cost of adopting the telephone kiosk could be a Building Better Communities bid, clerk to email NCC Highways requirements to Mr C.
Mr Barrett raised concern about the poor security at the path down to the railway, PC to consider action.

Parish Clerk reported on traffic plans for visitors to the Game Fair at Belvoir Castle in July one route will pass along A607 through Upper Broughton.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.25pm

